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few instances is there a single reference to any of
these. The great burden of all the inscriptions is
building. In Babylon was centered his chief pride,
and of temples and palaces, and not of battles and
sieges, were his boasts. As we are therefore de-
prived of first-hand information from Babylonian
or Chaldean sources, we are forced to turn else-
where for information of the achievements of Neb-
uchadrezzar as an organizer of armies and a plan-
ner and conductor of campaigns. The knowledge
thus obtained from other peoples is fragmentary,
because each writer was more concerned about his
own people than about the Chaldeans. The best
help of this kind is obtained from the Hebrews,
with whom Nebuchadrezzar had the first difficul-
ties of his reign, and against whom his first opera-
tions were directed.

Jehoiakim, king of Judah, had paid his tribute
regularly for three years1 after Nebuchadrezzar
left Palestine on his hasty journey to Babylon to
assume the throne. He was, however, harassed
by a patriotic party determined to compel him to
throw off the Chaldean yoke. The only clear
voice raised against such stupendous folly was
that of Jeremiah, who, like Isaiah in a similar cri-
sis, warned the nation against its suicidal folly.
But the more Jeremiah denounced the greater his
unpopularity and the more certain the triumph of
the popular party. At last Jehoiakim omitted the
payment of the tribute, and the issue was fairly

'ii Kings xxiv, 1.